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the treatment of the raw sores. A sitfast must be removed surgically by a veterinarian. Rest with cleanliness and the application of ordinary antiseptics will usually cure collar or saddle sore.
SCRATCHES OR GREASE
Several terms are applied to this disease of the ankles and legs of horses, among which might be enumerated scratches, grease, grease heel, cracked heels and mud fever. Regardless of name, the condition remains the same and for the sake of clearness the name grease will be used here.
Grease is an inflammation of the skin accompanied by itching, cracking, discharge, and in chronic cases the formation of wart-like growths, which are often called "grapes." A foul odor is usually observed with these changes.
Cause
Some writers state that grease is an infectious disease and even describe the finding of specific germs. Germs are present in the affected skin but probably they are only an accompaniment and not the actual cause.
Over-feeding, faulty nutrition, and sluggishness of the bowels are given as factors assisting the occurrence of grease, but the real initial cause in most cases is poor sanitary conditions, when an animal is obliged to stand in accumulations of manure and urine, working in wet soil in the spring of the year, and at times when heavily feathered horses receive little or no grooming. This causes the hair to become matted with mud, urine and manure. Stated briefly, grease is initiated and aggravated by moisture, mud and lack of care.
Symptoms
The early stages of this disease are not usually noticed because the inflammation, as shown by reddening of the skin, is covered by hair. If examined, the skin will be found to be red, swollen, very sensitive to the touch, and itchy. If